POPULAR TALES

an excellent hand, and could go over his calculations as far as
the first four rules of arithmetic were concerned; so that I
became quite his factotum : and I thought myself rewarded
for all my pains, by having opportunities of gaining every day
some fresh piece of knowledge from the persual of the notes
which I transcribed.

i It was now that I felt most thoroughly the advantage of
having learned to read and write : stores of useful information
were opened to me, and my curiosity and desire to inform my-
self were insatiable. I often sat up half the night reading and
writing : I had free access now to all my fellow-traveller's books,
and I thought I could never study them enough.

* At the commencement of my studies, my master often
praised my diligence, and would show me where to look for
what I wanted in his books, or explain difficulties : I looked up
to him as a miracle of science and learning; nay, I was
actually growing fond of him, but this did not last long. In
process of time, he grew shy of explaining things to me; he
scolded me for thumbing his books, though, God knows, my
thumbs were always cleaner than his own, and he thwarted me
continually upon some pretence or other. I could not for some
time conceive the cause of this change in my master's
behaviour: indeed it was hard for me to guess or believe that
he was become jealous of the talents and knowledge of a poor
lad, whose ignorance he, but a few years before, had so much
despised and derided. I was the more surprised at this new
turn of his mind, because I was conscious that, instead of
becoming more conceited, I had of late become more humble ;
but this humility was, by my suspicious master, attributed to
artifice, and tended more than anything to confirm him in his
notion that I had formed a plan to supplant him in his office
of lecturer, a scheme which had never entered into my head.
I was thunderstruck when he one day said to me, " You need
not study so hard, Mr. Jervas ; for I promise you that, even

with Mr. Y------3s assistance, and all your art, you will not be

able to supplant me, clever as, with all affected humility, you
think yourself."

1 The truth lightened upon me at once. Had he been a
judge of the human countenance, he must have seen my
innocence in my looks : but he was so fixed in his opinion,
that I knew any protestations I could make of my never having
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